
Graduate Course Description Form

Course Number:  IGC 713

Course Name:  Less Lecturing, More Thinking: High-Quality Math for Secondary Teachers

Instructor:  TBD

Credits Earned:  3 Graduate Credits / 67.5 PDPs (for courses completed before June 8, 2025) or 22.5 PDPs (for courses 
completed on or after June 8, 2025)

Credits Issued By:  Gordon College

Course Fee:  $675 ($575 for early bird registration)

Course Description:
This course equips Massachusetts grades 6–12 mathematics educators with the instructional practices and curriculum 
knowledge to implement High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM) effectively at the secondary level. Using Smith and 
Stein's 5 Practices framework and the Massachusetts 2017 Mathematics Curriculum Framework, participants learn to plan 
for productive mathematical discourse, anticipate student thinking, and use HQIM to build deep conceptual understanding. 
This course is aligned to the Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Framework.

Learning Outcomes:
1.  Apply Smith and Stein's 5 Practices framework to plan and facilitate productive mathematical discussion in grades 
6–12 classrooms.
2.  Use the Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Framework's standards for mathematical practice as an 
instructional planning lens.
3.  Internalize HQIM lessons to deliver rigorous, coherent secondary mathematics instruction aligned to DESE's CURATE 
standards.
4.  Design tasks that require higher-order thinking and support all learners, including multilingual learners and students 
with IEPs.
5.  Analyze student work and use formative assessment data to identify misconceptions and strengthen tier 1 
instruction.
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